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with the assertion of the fundamental tenet of its faith. The Jain scroll was at once consumed to ashes; the Saiva scroll came forth—a fresh green leaf, with every letter clearer than before. They then repaired to the banks of the Vaigai, and threw their scrolls into the stream. The Jain scroll was carried away so swiftly towards the sea that they were unable to recover it, while the Saint's leaf swam up against the stream, cutting through the water; and when the King, at length convinced, reiterated the words inscribed on it-* Sivan is supreme*> - his hump disappeared, and he was afterwards known as Sundarapandian(Pandian, the beautiful). And now came the punishment of the Jains. They had contrived mischief against the Saint, had been the cause of the King's suffering, and now stood forth convicted imposters. They were sentenced to be impaled, and, through the zeal of the faithful prime minister, $,000 of them suffered that terrible punishment. Some such slaughter on a very large scale doubtless took place, and the fact is still commemorated in Madura. The result of all this was, that the King and all his people returned to the Saiva faith; and the youthful Saint departed from the city amidst the acclamations of the multitude.
Before he left Madura, his father arrived from Srikazhi, to witness and share his son's triumph. He now made a progress through the South, as far as Ramesvaram. As he was. returning, the floods had so risen on one occasion that it seemed impossible for him to cross, but he fearlessly embarked, with all his attendants, in the boat, which by; the power of his. word carried them safely across.p Before he finally left the southern land, he received a promise from the King that he would ever uphold and maintain thee wotiM become the a<Mierent of the partj
